
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

B Z A  A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 1 2 9 3 0 ,  o f  t h e  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
p u r s u a n t  t o  S u b - s e c t i o n  8 2 0 7 . 2  o f  t h e  Zon ing  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  
a  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  u n d e r  P a r a g r a p h  3 1 0 1 . 4 6  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  u s e  
o f  a  p a r k i n g  l o t  u n d e r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Campus P l a n  i n  t h e  R-5-C 
D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p r e m i s e s  2007-2029  "F"  S t r e e t ,  N .  W . ,  2 0 0 6 ,  2010-  
2 0 1 8 ,  2022-26  a n d  2030 "G" S t r e e t ,  N .  'rl., ( S q u a r e  1 0 3 ,  L o t s  8 1 5 ,  
2 5 ,  8 1 2 ,  8 1 3  a n d  1 3 ) .  

HEARING D A T E :  May 1 6 ,  1 9 7 9  

DECISION D A T E :  May 1 6 ,  1 9 7 9  (Bench D e c i s i o n )  

FINDINGS O F  F A C T :  

1 .  The s u b j e c t  p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  
"G" S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  2 0 t h  a n d  2 1 s t  S t r e e t s  a t  2 0 0 6 ,  2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 8 ,  
2022-2026  a n d  2030 " G "  S t r e e t ,  N .  W .  a n d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  " F "  
S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  2 0 t h  a n d  2 1 s t  S t r e e t s  a t  2007-2029  "G" S t r e e t ,  
N .  W .  a n d  i s  i n  a n  R-5-C D i s t r i c t .  The l o t s  a r e  d i v i d e d  by a  
p u b l i c  a l l e y  r u n n i n g  down t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s q u a r e  p a r a l l e l  t o  
" F "  a n d  "G" S t r e e t s .  The l o t s  on "G" S t r e e t  a r e  f u r t h e r  s e p a r a t e d  
by e x i s t i n 9  b u i l d i n g s  l o c a t e d  a t  2 0 0 8 ,  2020 a n d  2 0 2 8  "G" S t r e e t .  

2 .  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  o r d e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  s i m p l i f y  t h e  
a d d r e s s e s  c i t e d ,  L o t  8 1 5 ,  f o r m e r l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  2007-2029  " F "  
S t r e e t ,  w i l l  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  2007  " F "  S t r e e t .  L o t  25 w i l l  c o n -  
t i n u e  t o  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  2006 "G" S t r e e t .  L o t  8 1 2 ,  f o r m e r l v  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 8  "G" S t r e e t ,  w i l l  be  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  2010 
I I  P I I  u S t r e e t .  L o t  8 1 3 ,  f o r m e r l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  2022-2026  "G" S t r e e t ,  
w i l l  be  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  2022 "G" S t r e e t ,  L o t  1 3  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  
be r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  2030 "G" S t r e e t .  A l l  t h e s e  a d d r e s s e s  a n d  l o t s  
a r e  a s  shown on E x h i b i t  No. 2  o f  t h e  r e c o r d .  

3. By B Z A  O r d e r  No. 12601  d a t e d  A p r i l  2 6 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  t h e  B o a r d  
g r a n t e d  c o n d i t i o n a l  a p p r o v a l  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p a r k i n g  l o t s  
f o r  a  o n e  y e a r  p e r i o d  a t  2007  " F "  S t r e e t ,  and  2 0 0 6 ,  2010 and  2022 
"G" S t r e e t ,  L o t s  8 1 5 ,  2 5 ,  8 1 2  and  8 1 3 .  By B Z A  O r d e r  No. 1 2 0 3 4  
d a t e d  March 3 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  t h e  B o a r d  g r a n t e d  c o n d i t i o n a l  a p p r o v a l  f o r  
t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p a r k i n g  l o t s  f o r  a  t h r e e  y e a r  p e r i o d  a t  2022 
and  2030 "G" S t r e e t ,  L o t s  8 1 3  a n d  1 3 .  L o t  8 1 3  was thus  i n c l u d e d  
i n  b o t h  p r e v i o u s  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  The s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i p n  f c  t h e  
f i r s t  t o  combine  a l l  f i v e  l o t s  i n  o n e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  
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4 .  The s u b j e c t  l o t s  were fo rmer ly  opera ted  by Parking 
Management I n c . ,  as  commercial parking l o t s .  As of February 2 4 ,  
1979, t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t e rmina ted  the  PMI l e a s e ,  and began using 
the  l o t s  f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  purposes .  

5 .  The s u b j e c t  parking l o t  i s  approximate ly  51,976 s q u a r e  
f e e t  i n  a rea  and has a t o t a l  c a p a c i t y  o f  244 s p a c e s ,  as  shown 
o n  E x h i b i t  No. 2 of the  r e c o r d .  There i s  one driveway o n  " F "  
S t r e e t ,  N .  W .  which i s  twenty f e e t  wide. All o t h e r  a c c e s s  i s  
from t h e  a l l e y .  The l o t  o p e r a t e s  from 7 : O O  A.M. t o  9:00 P.M. 

6 .  The s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  used f o r  U n i v e r s i t y  f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  
pa rk ing .  I t  w i l l  r e p l a c e  a u n i v e r s i t y  pa rk ing  l o t  of 263 spaces  
o n  Square 7 7  which was c losed  i n  A p r i l ,  1978 t o  begin c o n s t u c t i o n  
of t h e  new academic c l u s t e r  approved by t h e  Board. 

7 .  The parking l o t  i s  paved with a n  a l l  weather  impervious 
s u r f a c e  and i s  wel l  ma in ta ined .  A b r i c k  wal l  approximate ly  
t h r e e  f e e t  high i s  provided along the  " F "  S t r e e t  f r o n t a g e  a n d  
wheel s t o p s  a r e  provided a long the  "G" S t r e e t  f r o n t a g e  t o  p r o t e c t  
p u b l i c  s p a c e .  Landscaping i s  proposed f o r  t h e  l o t s  which f a c e  
o n  " G "  S t r e e t .  An a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  i s  provided o n  t h e  s i t e .  

8 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  inc luded  i n  t h e  George Washington 
U n i v e r s i t y  Campus Plan as  approved by t h e  Board. The p r o p e r t y  
i s  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  development i n  t h e  secnnd and t h i r d  s t a g e s  of 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Campus Development. The p o r t i o n  of t h e  s i t e  
l o c a t e d  on "G" S t r e e t  i s  t o  be developed with a  parking garage 
accord ing  t o  t h e  approved campus p l a n .  That pa rk ing  garage  would 
extend from "G" S t r e e t  t o  " F "  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  middle of  Square 103. 
The parking l o t  covers  t h e  major p o r t i o n  of t h i s  s q u a r e  with t h e  
excep t ion  t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  a long  20th and 2 1 s t  S t r e e t s  a r e  
mostly developed with u n i v e r s i t y  r e l a t e d  b u i l d i n g s  and i n c l  ude 
the  S c o t t  Key H a l l ,  Ar t  Department Bui ld ing  and some f r a t e r n i t y  
houses .  

9 .  I n  approving t h e  campus p l a n ,  t h e  B o a r d  r e s t r i c t e d  t h e  
maximum a m o u n t  of campus pa rk ing  t o  l e s s  t h a n  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  by 
S e c t i o n  7202. The a p p l i c a n t ' s  t o t a l  parking i n v e n t o r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  s u b j e c t  pa rk ing  l o t ,  w i l l  be approximate ly  f i f t e e n  per c e n t  
l e s s  t h a n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  a m o u n t  of p a r k i n g .  This was done t o  
f o s t e r  and t o  c o n t i n u e  a  committment t o  use of p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a -  
t i o n .  The a p p l i c a n t  a l s o  main ta ins  a  c a r  pool l o c a t o r  s e r v i c e  
and d i scourages  t h e  use of automobi les  by charging t h e  u s e r s .  



B Z A  A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 12936  
P a g e  3  

1 0 .  The s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  a t t e n d e d .  A u t o m o b i l e s  w i t h o u t  
p r o p e r  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  a r e  removed f r o m  t h e  l o t .  

1 1 .  The o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  e x t e n d s  beyond t h e  
normal  work d a y .  Many o f  t h e  work s h i f t s , i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  
h o s p i t a l ,  b e g i n  and  end a f t e r  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  no l o n g e r  
i n  o p e r a t i o n .  

1 2 .  A f i n a l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  p a r k i n g  p r o g r a m  i s  
now i n  p r o c e s s .  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  d a t a  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  D .  C .  D e p a r t m e n t  of  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  t o  communi ty  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  
p a r k i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

1 3 .  The a p p l  i c a n t  h a s  c o n f o r m e d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  o r d e r .  T h e r e  w e r e  no c o m p l a i n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  o n e  y e a r  
o f  u s e .  

1 4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  r e q u e s t s  a  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  
t h e  u s e  o f  a  p a r k i n g  l o t  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  u n d e r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
Campus P l a n .  

1 5 .  I f  t h e  r e q u e s t  i s  g r a n t e d ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  w i l l  h a v e  a  
t o t a l  of  2 , 7 6 8  s p a c e s  and  w i l l  t h e n  mee t  t h e  minimum r e q u i r e m e n t  
o f  2 , 7 0 0  a p p r o v e d  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  r e s u l t  i n  a  t o t a l  
number o f  s p a c e s  a b o u t  e i g h t  p e r  c e n t  be low t h e  maximum r e q u i r e -  
ment  of 3 , 0 0 0  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  
t h e  2 , 7 6 8  s p a c e s  w i l l  be g a r a g e  s p a c e s .  The s p a c e s  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  
i n  u s e .  

1 6 .  The a p p l i c a n t  a l s o  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
w e r e  g r a n t e d ,  t h e  Board  a l l o w  v e h i c l e s  up t o  o n e  a n d o n e - h a l f  t o n s  
i n  w e i g h t ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v e h i c l e s  a n d  p i c k - u p  t r u c k s  o f  f a c u l t y  
and s t a f f ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  a r e  no l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  n o r m a l - s i z e d  
p a r k i n g  s p a c e ,  t o  p a r k  on t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y .  

1 7 .  O n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  m a s t e r  p l a n ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be 2 , 7 0 0  
t o  3 , 0 0 0  p e r m a n e n t  g a r a g e  s p a c e s ,  some o f  which  w i l l  be a b o v e  
and some b e l o w - g r a d e .  

1 8 .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  D .  C .  Department o f  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  on March 1 6 ,  1 9 7 9 .  No r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  r e c o r d  b e f o r e  t h e  Board  
d e c i d e d  t h e  c a s e .  

1 9 .  A d v i s o r y  N e i g h b o r h o o d  Commission 2-A, by r e s o l u t i o n  
d a t e d  May 8 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  
l o t  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  u s e  by f a c u l t y  a n d  s t a f f  o n l y .  The Board  
f i n d s  s u c h  t o  be  t h e  c a s e .  
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2 3 .  T h e r e  was n o  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

B a s e d  o n  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  f a c t ,  t h e  B o a r d  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  
P a r a g r a p h  3 1 0 1  . 4 6  o f  t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s .  The  B o a r d  n o t e s  
t h e  n e e d  f o r  p a r k i n g  t o  s e r v e  t h e  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t a f f .  The  B o a r d  
a l s o  n o t e s  t h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  o t h e r  u s e  b y  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  some t i m e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

The  B o a r d  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  d o e s  n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  a d v e r s e  t r a f f i c  e f f e c t s ,  t h a t  t h e  p a r k i n g  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h e  l e v e l o f  s p a c e s  a p p r o v e d  i n  t h e  p l a n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  l o t s  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  h a s  n o t  h a d  a n  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  
p r e s e n t  c h a r a c t e r  o r  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h i s  a r e a .  The  B o a r d  
c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  i t  h a s  a c c o r d e d  t o  t h e  ANC t h e  " g r e a t  w e i g h t "  t o  
w h i c h  i t  i s  e n t i t l e d .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i t  i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a -  
t i o n  b e  GRANTED SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 

a .  A p p r o v a l  s h a l l  b e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t h r e e  YEARS w h i c h  s h a l l  
b e  s u b j e c t  t o  r e n e w a l  a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  
u p o n  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  a  new a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  
p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s .  

b .  P a r k i n g  o n  t h e  l o t  s h a l l  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  f a c u l t y  a n d  
s t a f f  o f  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y .  

c .  V e h i c l e s  up  t o  1 %  t o n s  i n  w e i g h t ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v e h i c l e s  
a n d  p i c k - u p  t r u c k s  o f  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t a f f ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  
a r e  n o  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  n o r m a l - s i z e d  p a r k i n g  s p a c e  o f  
n i n e  f e e t  b y  n i n e t e e n  f e e t ,  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t c  p a r k  
o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y .  

d .  A l l  a r e a s  d e v o t e d  t o  d r i v e w a y s ,  a c c e s s  l a n e s ,  a n d  p a r k i n g  
a r e a s  s h a l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  w i t h  a  p a v i n g  o f  m a t e r i a l  
f o r m i n g  a n  a 1  1 - w e a t h e r  i m p e r v i o u s  s u r f a c e .  

e .  An e i g h t  i n c h  c o p i n g  s h a l l  b e  e r e c t e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  
a l o n g  e a c h  s i d e  o f  a l l  d r i v e w a y s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  
s p a c e .  

f .  Bumper  s t o p s  s h a l l  b e  e r e c t e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a 1  1 a d j o i n i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  

g .  No v e h i c l e  o r  a n y  p a r t  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  
p r o j e c t  o v e r  a n y  l o t  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e  o r  on  o r  o v e r  t h e  
p u b l i c  s p a c e .  
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h .  A l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  l o t  s h a l l  b e  k e p t  f r e e  o f  r e f u s e  o r  
d e b r i s  a n d  s h a l l  b e  p a v e d  o r  l a n d s c a p e d .  L a n d s c a p i n g  
s h a l l  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  a  h e a l t h y  g r o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  
i n  a  n e a t  a n d  o r d e r l y  a p p e a r a n c e .  

i. No o t h e r  u s e  s h a l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  f r o m  o r  u p o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  
a n d  n o  s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  t h a n  a n  a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  s h a l l  
be  e r e c t e d  o r  u s e d  u p o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  u n l e s s  s u c h  u s e  o r  
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  o t h e r w i s e  p e r m i t t e d  i n  t h e  z o n i n g  d i s t r i c t  
i n  w h i c h  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  i s  l o c a t e d .  

J .  Any  l i g h t i n g  u s e d  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  o r  i t s  
a c c e s s o r y  b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  b e  s o  a r r a n g e d  t h a t  a l l  d i r e c t  
r a y s  o f  s u c h  l i g h t i n g  a r e  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  
t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t .  

VOTE: 4 - 0  ( C h l o e t h i e l  Wooda rd  S m i t h ,  C h a r l e s  R .  N o r r i s ,  J o h n  
G .  P a r s o n s ,  L e o n a r d  L .  M c C a n t s  t o  g r a n t ;  W i l l i a m  
F .  M c I n t o s h  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  n o t  v o t i n g ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D .  C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT: 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION 
O R  ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNT IL  TEN DAYS AFTER 
HAVING BECOME F I N A L  PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE 
AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT." 

TH IS  ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH IS  ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN 
APPLICATION FOR A  BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY I S  
F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES, INVESTIGATIONS, AND 
INSPECTIONS. 


